
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T
Tenne

Tennesse
essee Co

for

Gr

ee Depa
omprehe
r English

rades 6

Practi
201

rtment o
nsive As
h Langua

 

6–7 W

ice Ta
14–201

 

of Educa
ssessmen
age Arts

Writing

ask I 
5 

ation’s  
nt Progr
s 

g  

ram  



TCAP Grades 6–7 Writing 
Practice Task I 

Directions 

Copyright © 2014. Published under contract with Tennessee State Department of Education by Measurement 
Incorporated, 423 Morris Street, Durham, North Carolina, 27701. Testing items licensed to the Tennessee State 
Department of Education. All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or distributed in any 
form or by any means, or stored in a database or retrieval system, without the prior written permission of Tennessee 
Department of Education. 

 

Student Directions 

Today you will be taking the Grades 6–7 Writing Task. The task is made up of two texts and two 
prompts about those texts. For each prompt, you are to plan and write an essay about the text(s) 
according to the instructions provided. Your essays will be scored as rough drafts, but you 
should watch for careless errors. 

There are some important things to remember as you complete the task: 

o The time you have for reading both texts and answering the prompts will be 120 minutes.  
o Read each prompt carefully and think about the best way to answer it.  
o Write only about the texts and prompts you are given. 
o You may complete pre-writing activities and notes before beginning your response, but 

do not write your response on the same pages as your pre-writing activities or notes. 
o If you do not know the answer to a prompt, skip it and go on to the next prompt. You 

may return to it later if there is time. 

 

Topic 

Lawmakers and leaders disagree about the best way to reduce the alarming rate of car accidents 
caused by teenage drivers.  

 

Texts 

o “Should the Driving Age Be Raised to 18?” from The New York Times Upfront 
o “Do Teens Need Graduated Licenses?” from Current Events 
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