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Student Directions 

Today you will be taking the Grades 11–12 Writing Task. The task is made up of two texts and 
two prompts. For each prompt, you are to plan and write an essay about the text(s) according to 
the instructions provided. Your essays will be scored as rough drafts, but you should watch for 
careless errors. 

There are some important things to remember as you complete the task: 

o The time you have for reading both texts and answering the prompts will be 120 minutes.  
o Read each prompt carefully and think about the best way to answer it.  
o Write only about the texts and prompts you are given. 
o You may complete pre-writing activities and notes before beginning your response, but 

do not write your response on the same pages as your pre-writing activities or notes. 
o If you do not know the answer to a prompt, skip it and go on to the next prompt. You 

may return to it later if there is time. 

 

Topic 

The rise and popularity of the Internet is affecting the readership of newspapers and threatening 
the existence of some newspapers. This task will address the effect that online news has on the 
newspaper industry. 

 

Texts 

o “The Decline of Newspapers Is Bad for the US” by Laura Finley 
o “Battle of the Brands: A Newspaper War in New Orleans” by Roger Yu 
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