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TCAP Writing Operational Test 
TCAP/WA 

 
 

 
 

 
In a few moments, you will see a passage(s) and a prompt. You 
are to plan and write an essay about the passage(s) according 
to the instructions provided in the prompt. This activity will 
show how well you write. Express your thoughts clearly and 
make your writing interesting to the reader. Your essay will be 
scored as a rough draft, but you should watch for careless 
errors. 
 
Before writing, spend some time reading the passage(s), 
thinking about the prompt, and planning your thoughts. 
 
WRITE ONLY ON THE PROMPT AND PASSAGE(S) YOU 
ARE GIVEN. 
 
The time you have for writing is 60 minutes. 
 

 
 
 

DIRECTIONS 
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PROMPT G – GRADE 5 WRITING ASSESSMENT 
TENNESSEE COMPREHENSIVE ASSESSMENT PROGRAM (TCAP) 

2013 OPERATIONAL TEST 
 
The following is a story about Christopher Columbus. 
 

Columbus and the Egg 
from Thirty More Famous Stories Retold by James Baldwin 

 
Christopher Columbus discovered America on the 12th of October, 1492. He had spent 
eighteen years in planning for that wonderful first voyage which he made across the 
Atlantic Ocean. The thoughts and hopes of the best part of his life had been given to it. 
He had talked and argued with sailors and scholars and princes and kings, saying, “I 
know that, by sailing west across the great ocean, one may at last reach lands that have 
never been visited by Europeans.” But he had been laughed at as a foolish dreamer, and 
few people had any faith in his projects.  
 
At last, however, the king and queen of Spain gave him ships with which to make the 
trial voyage. He crossed the ocean and discovered strange lands, inhabited by a people 
unlike any that had been known before. He believed that these lands were a part of India.  
 
When he returned home with the news of his discovery there was great rejoicing, and he 
was hailed as the hero who had given a new world to Spain. Crowds of people lined the 
streets through which he passed, and all were anxious to do him honor. The king and 
queen welcomed him to their palace and listened with pleasure to the story of his voyage. 
Never had so great respect been shown to any common man.  
 
But there were some who were jealous of the discoverer, and as ready to find fault as 
others were to praise. “Who is this Columbus?” they asked, “and what has he done? Is he 
not a pauper pilot from Italy? And could not any other seaman sail across the ocean just 
as he has done?”  
 
One day Columbus was at a dinner which a Spanish gentleman had given in his honor, 
and several of these persons were present. They were proud, conceited fellows, and they 
very soon began to try to make Columbus uncomfortable.  
 
“You have discovered strange lands beyond the sea,” they said. “But what of that? We do 
not see why there should be so much said about it. Anybody can sail across the ocean; 
and anybody can coast along the islands on the other side, just as you have done. It is the 
simplest thing in the world.”  
 
Columbus made no answer; but after a while he took an egg from a dish and said to the 
company, “Who among you, gentlemen, can make this egg stand on end?”  
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One by one those at the table tried the experiment. When the egg had gone entirely 
around and none had succeeded, all said that it could not be done.  
 
Then Columbus took the egg and struck its small end gently upon the table so as to break 
the shell a little. After that there was no trouble in making it stand upright.  
 
“Gentlemen,” said he, “what is easier than to do this which you said was impossible? It is 
the simplest thing in the world. Anybody can do it—after he has been shown how.”  
 
 
“Columbus and the Egg,” from Thirty More Famous Stories Retold, by James Baldwin. Public Domain. 
 
 
 

Prompt G 
Grade 5



 
 
 

 
Developed and published under contract with Tennessee State Department of Education, by Measurement Incorporated, 
423 Morris Street, Durham, North Carolina, 27701. Copyright © 2013 by Tennessee State Department of Education. No 
part of this publication may be reproduced or distributed in any form or by any means, or stored in a database or retrieval 
system, without the prior written permission of Tennessee State Department of Education. 

Page 4 

READ THIS WRITING PROMPT CAREFULLY BEFORE YOU BEGIN YOUR 
WRITING. 
 

Columbus 
 

It might be interesting to meet a famous person. 
 
Write a narrative essay about what it might have been like to have been 
at the dinner table with Columbus. What would it have been like to 
meet Christopher Columbus? Use details from the passage to help you 
write your story. Be certain to use narrative techniques such as 
dialogue, description, and pacing to develop experiences and events. 
Remember to use correct grammar, usage, capitalization, punctuation, 
and spelling when writing your story. 
Prompt G N051205W53N-0544 
You may use the space below for prewriting. However, only the lined pages of your 
answer document will be scored. You will have a time limit of 60 minutes. 
 
This writing prompt must be returned with all test material. 
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