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TCAP Writing Operational Test 
TCAP/WA 

 

 
 

 
 

In a few moments, you will see a passage(s) and a prompt. You 
are to plan and write an essay about the passage(s) according 
to the instructions provided in the prompt. This activity will 
show how well you write. Express your thoughts clearly and 
make your writing interesting to the reader. Your essay will be 
scored as a rough draft, but you should watch for careless 
errors. 
 
Before writing, spend some time reading the passage(s), 
thinking about the prompt, and planning your thoughts. 
 
WRITE ONLY ON THE PROMPT AND PASSAGE(S) YOU 
ARE GIVEN. 
 
The time you have for writing is 60 minutes. 
 

 
 

DIRECTIONS 

Prompt B 
Grade 5
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PROMPT B – GRADE 5 WRITING ASSESSMENT 
TENNESSEE COMPREHENSIVE ASSESSMENT PROGRAM (TCAP) 

2013 OPERATIONAL TEST 
 
The following articles deal with littering and pollution. 
 

Drinking Water: Bottled or from the Tap? 
by Catherine Clarke Fox 

 
If your family is like many in the United States, unloading the week’s groceries includes 
hauling a case or two of bottled water into your home. On your way to a soccer game or 
activity, it’s easy to grab a cold one right out of the fridge, right? 
 
But all those plastic bottles use a lot of fossil fuels and pollute the environment. In fact, 
Americans buy more bottled water than any other nation in the world, adding 29 billion water 
bottles a year to the problem. In order to make all these bottles, manufacturers use 17 million 
barrels of crude oil. That’s enough oil to keep a million cars going for twelve months. 
 
Imagine a water bottle filled a quarter of the way up with oil. That’s about how much oil was 
needed to produce the bottle. 
 
So why don’t more people drink water straight from the kitchen faucet? Some people drink 
bottled water because they think it is better for them than water out of the tap, but that’s not 
true. In the United States, local governments make sure water from the faucet is safe. There 
is also growing concern that chemicals in the bottles themselves may leach into the water. 
 
People love the convenience of bottled water. But maybe if they realized the problems it 
causes, they would try drinking from a glass at home or carrying water in a refillable steel 
container instead of plastic. 
 
Plastic bottle recycling can help—instead of going out with the trash, plastic bottles can be 
turned into items like carpeting or cozy fleece clothing. 
 
Unfortunately, for every six water bottles we use, only one makes it to the recycling bin. The 
rest are sent to landfills. Or, even worse, they end up as trash on the land and in rivers, lakes, 
and the ocean. Plastic bottles take many hundreds of years to disintegrate. 
 
Water is good for you, so keep drinking it. But think about how often you use water bottles, 
and see if you can make a change. 
 
And yes, you can make a difference. Remember this: Recycling one plastic bottle can save 
enough energy to power a 60-watt light bulb for six hours. 
 
 
“Drinking Water: Bottled or from the Tap?” by Catherine Clarke Fox. Copyright © Catherine Clarke Fox/National 
Geographic Stock. From kids.nationalgeographic.com. Used by permission. 
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Art for Ocean Animals 
by Elise Jonas-Delson 

 
What do you do when you see litter on the beach? You pick it up, of course. But artist 
Angela Haseltine Pozzi doesn’t throw it away. She uses the trash to create giant sculptures of 
marine animals. The project is called Washed Ashore and its goal is to raise awareness about 
the effects of littering on ocean animals. 
 
 “The first thing you need to do is get people’s attention,” Pozzi told TFK [TIME For Kids]. 
“Giant animals tend to do this very well.” 
 
Pozzi started Washed Ashore when she noticed plastics on the beaches in Oregon, where she 
lives. Plastic doesn’t break down and become absorbed by the environment. Instead, sunlight 
breaks it down into pieces about the size of plankton, which are tiny organisms that float in 
the sea. These tiny pieces of plastic enter the food chain. Sea animals eat them and end up 
dying. Pozzi always loved the ocean and the animals in it, and she wanted to do something to 
help both. 
 
Sea Change 
One of Angela’s sculptures is a turtle. The turtle’s head is an old garbage can lid. There is 
netting around it to show that turtles are getting caught in these nets. 
 
Another sculpture, called Fish Bite Fish, is shaped like a fish and made out of little bits of 
plastic that contain tooth and claw marks from the fish and crabs that tried to devour the 
plastic. “We get so many pieces of plastic like this, I’m on my third Fish Bite Fish 
[sculpture],” says Pozzi. 
 
The Sea Star figure is made of glass and plastic bottles, some of which are from the Beijing 
Olympics of 2008. The bottles started landing on the beaches in Oregon in 2010, and they 
still are arriving. The Sea Star acts as a musical instrument. You put water in the bottles and 
hit them to make music. 
 
A Helping Hand 
Pozzi doesn’t collect all the trash by herself. When people spot litter on beaches, they drop it 
off at Artula Institute for Arts and Environmental Education, in Bandon, Oregon. Then 
Angela and her volunteers begin the process of turning the waste into art. Everything used for 
the sculptures is found on the beach, except for the framework and the materials used to 
connect the litter together. 
 
Who does Pozzi believe can save marine animals? “Kids have a lot of power,” she told TFK. 
“They are the ones that can make things happen. I really believe it.” 
 
TIME For Kids caught up with the Washed Ashore tour in Sausalito, California. The exhibit 
is currently in Chula Vista, California, from December 8 until July of next year. 
 
“Art for Ocean Animals,” by Elise Jonas-Delson. From TimeForKids.com. Published by PARS International. Used by 
permission.
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READ THIS WRITING PROMPT CAREFULLY BEFORE YOU BEGIN YOUR 
WRITING. 

 

Littering and Pollution 
 

After reading “Drinking Water: Bottled or from the Tap?” and “Art for 
Ocean Animals,” write an essay in which you compare and contrast the 
authors’ views on littering and pollution. Include information from both 
texts to write about the subject knowledgeably. Use details from both 
passages to help you write your essay. Also, remember to use correct 
grammar, usage, capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing 
your essay. 
Prompt B E051205W52N-0536 
You may use the space below for prewriting. However, only the lined pages of your 
answer document will be scored. You will have a time limit of 60 minutes. 
 
This writing prompt must be returned with all test material. 
 
 
 
 

Prompt B 
Grade 5



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


