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TCAP Writing Pilot 
TCAP/WA 

 
 

 
 

 
In a few moments, you will see a passage(s) and a prompt. You 
are to plan and write an essay about the passage(s) according 
to the instructions provided in the prompt. This activity will 
show how well you write. Express your thoughts clearly and 
make your writing interesting to the reader. Your essay will be 
scored as a rough draft, but you should watch for careless 
errors. 
 
Before writing, spend some time reading the passage(s), 
thinking about the prompt, and planning your thoughts. 
 
WRITE ONLY ON THE PROMPT AND PASSAGE(S) YOU 
ARE GIVEN. 
 
The time you have for writing is 60 minutes. 
 

 
 
 

DIRECTIONS 
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PROMPT A – GRADE 5 WRITING ASSESSMENT 
TENNESSEE COMPREHENSIVE ASSESSMENT PROGRAM (TCAP) 

2012 PILOT TEST 
 
The following is from a letter written by President Theodore Roosevelt in 1907. 
 
Excerpt from the letter “To the School Children of the United States” 

by Theodore Roosevelt 
 

To the School Children of the United States: 
 
Arbor Day (which means simply “Tree Day”) is now observed in every State in our 
Union—and mainly in the schools. At various times from January to December, but 
chiefly in this month of April, you give a day or part of a day to special exercises and 
perhaps to actual tree planting, in recognition of the importance of trees to us as a Nation, 
and of what they yield in adornment,1 comfort, and useful products to the communities in 
which you live. 
 
It is well that you should celebrate your Arbor Day thoughtfully, for within your lifetime 
the Nation’s need of trees will become serious. We of an elder generation can get along 
with what we have, though with growing hardship; but in your full manhood and 
womanhood you will want what nature once so bountifully supplied and man so 
thoughtlessly destroyed; and because of that want you will reproach2 us, not for what we 
have used, but for what we have wasted. . . . 
 
A people without children would face a hopeless future; a country without trees is almost 
as hopeless; forests which are so used that they cannot renew themselves will soon 
vanish, and with them all their benefits. . . .When you help to preserve our forests or to 
plant new ones you are acting the part of good citizens. The value of forestry deserves, 
therefore, to be taught in the schools, which aim to make good citizens of you. If your 
Arbor Day exercises help you to realize what benefits each one of you receives from the 
forests, and how by your assistance these benefits may continue, they will serve a good 
end. 
 
THEODORE ROOSEVELT. 
 
The White House, April 15, 1907. 
 
 
Excerpt from Letter to the School Children of the United States, by President Theodore Roosevelt. Public Domain. 

                                                 
1 adornment: decoration 
2 reproach: blame 
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READ THIS WRITING PROMPT CAREFULLY BEFORE YOU BEGIN YOUR 
WRITING. 
 

Forests 
 

President Theodore Roosevelt believed forests should be saved. Write 
an explanatory essay that tells how he supported his belief that students 
should be taught to protect trees and forests. Be certain to show how 
President Roosevelt used reasons and evidence in his letter to support 
his point. Also, remember to use correct grammar, usage, capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing your essay. 
Prompt A E051205W52N-0548 
You may use the space below for prewriting. However, only the lined pages of your 
answer document will be scored. You will have a time limit of 60 minutes. 
 
This writing prompt must be returned with all test material. 
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