Prompt D
Grade 11

TCAP Writing Operational Test
TCAP/WA

DIRECTIONS

In a few moments, you will see a passage(s) and a prompt. You
are to plan and write an essay about the passage(s) according
to the instructions provided in the prompt. This activity will
show how well you write. Express your thoughts clearly and
make your writing interesting to the reader. Your essay will be
scored as a rough draft, but you should watch for careless
errors.

Before writing, spend some time reading the passage(s),
thinking about the prompt, and planning your thoughts.

WRITE ONLY ON THE PROMPT AND PASSAGE(S) YOU
ARE GIVEN.

The time you have for writing is 60 minutes.

Developed and published under contract with Tennessee State Department of Education, by Measurement Incorporated,
423 Morris Street, Durham, North Carolina, 27701. Copyright © 2013 by Tennessee State Department of Education. No
part of this publication may be reproduced or distributed in any form or by any means, or stored in a database or retrieval
system, without the prior written permission of Tennessee State Department of Education.

Page 1



Prompt D
Grade 11

PROMPT D - GRADE 11 WRITING ASSESSMENT
TENNESSEE COMPREHENSIVE ASSESSMENT PROGRAM (TCAP)
2013 OPERATIONAL TEST

Following is a poem, “The House on the Hill,” by Edward Arlington Robinson.

The House on the Hill
by Edwin Arlington Robinson

They are all gone away,
The House is shut and still,
There is nothing more to say.

Through broken walls and gray
The winds blow bleak and shrill:
They are all gone away.

Nor is there one to-day
To speak them good or ill:
There is nothing more to say.

Why is it then we stray
Around that sunken sill?
They are all gone away,

And our poor fancy-play
For them is wasted skill:

There is nothing more to say. Photograph of old house, public domain

There is ruin and decay

In the House on the Hill:
They are all gone away,
There is nothing more to say.

“The House on the Hill,” by Edwin Arlington Robinson. Public Domain.

Developed and published under contract with Tennessee State Department of Education, by Measurement Incorporated,
423 Morris Street, Durham, North Carolina, 27701. Copyright © 2013 by Tennessee State Department of Education. No
part of this publication may be reproduced or distributed in any form or by any means, or stored in a database or retrieval
system, without the prior written permission of Tennessee State Department of Education.

Page 2




Prompt D
Grade 11

READ THIS WRITING PROMPT CAREFULLY BEFORE YOU BEGIN YOUR
WRITING.

Abandoned House

Write a narrative from the point of view of the people who once lived in
the house. Use details from the poem to describe what their story might
have been and why they might have left. Be sure to use effective
technique, well-chosen details, and a well-structured event sequence.

You may use the space below for prewriting. However, only the lined pages of your
answer document will be scored. You will have a time limit of 60 minutes.

This writing prompt must be returned with all test material.
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